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completely healed. Some two weeks after this, I saw the child, and no 
contraction had taken place. The parents were delighted with the result 
of the operation, and promised to inform me if there was any disposition 
in the parts to become retracted. Not having heard from them July 9th, 
it is fair to conclude that the operation for the removal of the deformity 
has been successful. There is every reason now to believe, that hence¬ 
forth the growth of this will correspond with that of the other parts 
of the body, and when the glans shall have become more developed, I 
propose to remedy the hypospadias. It is probable that this will have to 
be deferred for some two years at least, but owing to the increase in the 
length of the penis, the scrotum now suffers but little from the excoriation 
formerly attending the discharge of urine. 


Art. VII. —Cases of Paralysis peculiar to the Insane—the Paralysie 

Generate of the French. By Pliny Earle, M. D., Physician to the 

Bloomingdale Asylum for the Insane, New York. 

It is believed that the following cases of a singular disease, very rare in 
this country, are sufficiently novel to repay a perusal by physicians whose 
attention is not particularly directed to the study of mental disorders. 

So far as I am informed, no cases of the kind have hitherto been pub¬ 
lished in the United States. 

To those who, from the length of this article, might be disposed to pass 
it by, I would especially point out the 1st, 2d, 5th, 9th and 10th cases, as 
embodying the greater part of the peculiar characteristics of the Paralysie 
Generate. 

Case I.—W. V. B., native and resident of N. Y. city, a butcher, aet. 
35 years, of medium stature, light-brown hair, blue eyes, and nervous 
sanguine temperament, was admitted into Bloomingdale Asylum Nov. 
21st, 1845. He was married and had five children. Though sufficiently 
prosperous in business, he had for some time previous neglected his affairs, 
frequented public houses, lost much money by gambling, and been other¬ 
wise intemperate in his habits, though, it is said, not excessively so. His 
mental disorder first became manifest about four months before admission. 
During that time he entirely neglected business, imagined himself possessed 
of great wealth, although in reality pennyless, and indulged in concocting 
the wildest schemes for accumulating more. He had been under no cura¬ 
tive treatment before he was brought to the asylum. 

State when admitted. Pulse about 80 beats per minute; pupil of the 
right eye larger than that of the left, but both dilate and contract according 
to the degree of light; tongue tremulous, and covered with a slight coat 
of fur; appetite good. Grates his teeth, speaks indistinctly, running the 
words together and dropping some of the syllables. Gait unstable; his 
body vacillates as he walks. Says he possesses twenty-one millions of 
dollars’ worth of slock in the Merchants’ and Drovers’ Bank, a farm in 
Louisville, Kentucky, a house in this city, and three steamships which cost 
five millions of dollars. With these vessels he says he once went to sea, 
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and threshed the British. When the Texan difficulties arose, he sailed 
again and captured one vessel. He could take no more, because their 
officers, frightened by his guns, which were ten feet long, and had a range 
of ten miles, made haste to escape from him in the best way they were 
able. R.—Cathartic pills of cal., gamb., aloes. 

Nov, 23 d. R.—Mass, ex hydrarg. gr. j, t. d. This prescription was 
continued till Dec. 12th without ptyalism, taking meantime two or three 
cathartics. 

VUh. Says Polk has resigned the office of President of the United 
States in his favour, as a reward for beating the English, and that he has 
made two millions of dollars during the past year. 

Dec. 19 th. R.—Ex. conii gr. v, t. d. This was gradually increased to 
gr. xx, t. d., and continued till January 12th, 1846. 

Jan. 12th. Diarrhoea with discharges containing blood. R.—Tinct: 
opii gtt. xx. He has now become filthy in his habits, wakeful and noisy 
at night, throws his bed and bed-clothing about the room and sleeps on the 
floor. Thinks his food poisoned. Has a small .ulcer on the thigh. 

21sL There evidently being a chronic affection of the brain, I prescribed 
Lugol’s sol. iodine gtt. iv, t. d. This was increased on the 28th to gtt. 
viij, t. d., and continued until March 3d. 

Feb. 2 d. Left leg and arm partially paralyzed; tongue and lips drawn 
slightly towards the right side. Feet somewhat (Edematous. Sense of 
taste obtuse. Says he is more skilful than any physician ; that he has 
one hundred billions of hogsheads of molasses which will cure any disease. 

5th. Troubled with hemorrhoids. R.—External application of ice and 
ung. galli. This treatment relieved him in a short time. Was asked for 
the loan of one million of dollars, taking a mortgage on the N. York City 
Hall for security. His laconic and indignant repy was, “ The City Hall 
is already my property.” 

18 th. Hands slightly (Edematous, face and feet Very much so. Con¬ 
tinues to grate his teeth ; speech more indistinct, knees tremulous. Again 
troubled with bleeding piles. Treated and relieved as before. 

March 1st, Since the last date his symptoms have rapidly become 
aggravated. His appetite is now very poor, his discharges involuntary, 
and all muscular motion is much paralyzed. 

3d. Face, hands, feet, and legs as high as the knees cedematous. Can¬ 
not walk and can barely stand. All the extremities partially paralyzed; 
those of the left side the most so. General sensation very obtuse; the 
most severe pinch is scarcely felt. Says he is worth three hundred tril¬ 
lions of dollars. He was now treated by stimulants and tonics, but con¬ 
tinued rapidly to fail and died on the 7th. 

Autopsy. —Cranium thick, containing the ordinary quantity of diploe. 
Its internal side is deeply marked by the blood-vessels and the glands of 
Pacchioni. The dura mater adheres strongly to the skull, on the superior 
region of the anterior lobes, and at the base of the brain, in the region of 
the middle and anterior lobes. This membrane is apparently of its natural 
thickness, but it is connected by strong bridles, to the subjacent membranes, 

■ along both sides of the longitudinal sinus, throughout a space four inches 
long and one-half inch wide, on either hemisphere. The posterior ex¬ 
tremity of this region is immediately back of the crown. The falx appears 
unusually thick and fibrous. No adhesions between the hemispheres. 

The dura mater being removed, the whole exposed surface of the brain 
is remarkably red, the blood-vessels being much engorged. The arachnoid 
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membrane is thickened, of a milky hue, and translucent or semi-opaque 
over all this surface, except a small portion on the anterior lobes. It is 
completely opaque in some places on the superior region of the right 
hemisphere. It is elevated by an intermembranal effusion, so as to make 
it higher over the sulci than over the convolutions. It adheres to the pia 
mater, except in the spaces over the sulci, throughout the superior and 
lateral surface of the middle and anterior lobes. In many places the two 
seem to be fused together, and adherent to the brain, so that on their 
removal small portions of the cerebral substance are taken away with 
them. The folds of the pia mater of adjacent convolutions adhere to each 
other in the sulci. The cineritious matter is about one-tenth of an inch in 
thickness. Its colour and consistence are apparently normal. The medul¬ 
lary matter being divided, its surface is scattered with numerous bloody 
points. The plexus choroides adheres to the membranes upon which it 
lies in both the lateral ventricles. Its vessels are much injected. The 
fornix and the velum interpositura are united by small filaments. The 
latter is thickened and strongly adherent to all the parts with which it is 
in contact. No calcareous matter discoverable in the pineal gland. One- 
half an inch posteriorly to the crura of the fornix there is a strong attach¬ 
ment between the adjacent membranes of the optic thalami. 

The membrane covering the corpora quadrigemina, and the adjacent 
surfaces of the cerebrum and the cerebellum is strongly adherent to the 
several parts, and its different folds to each other. Numerous small cords 
seem to connect all the region into one mass. 

Base of the brain. —The arachnoid is thickened over all the surface of 
the cerebrum and cerebellum. It is translucent and of a milky hue, par¬ 
ticularly about the central region, but not so much so as on the summit of 
the brain. The blood-vessels are much engorged. The membranes around 
the central region, the pons varolii and medulla oblongata adhere to each 
other and to the brain beneath them. The fourth ventricle is filled with 
bridles running across between the opposite surfaces. On the middle 
lobes, where the dura mater adhered to the base of the cranium, both sub¬ 
stances of the brain are degenerated, softened, and of a slightly yellowish 
hue. This degeneration extends upwards into the corpora striata and the 
optic thalami. The substance of the cerebellum is apparently natural. 
Six ounces of serum ran from the brain, and one ounce from the spinal 
cavity. There were about two drachms in each lateral ventricle, but before 
they were opened the brain had been removed from the cranium and laid 
upon a board. 

Case II.—Admitted Oct. 23d, 1844, P. W. V., set. 42 years, stature 
short, hair light-brown, eyes blue, temperament nervous-sanguine. He is 
the son of a wealthy merchant in London, and received a classical educa¬ 
tion. He married in England, and afterwards for causes unknown here, 
emigrated to this country without his family. Not long after his arrival, 
he contracted marriage with a woman in New York, by whom he now 
has three children. During his residence in this country he has indulged 
freely in the use of wine, a habit which it is to be presumed he has been 
in from his earlier years. He is engaged in the manufacture of caps, and 
has pursued the business to the present time. For four years past he has 
exhibited symptoms of incipient insanity, by various eccentricities, irrita¬ 
bility, and sudden paroxysms of passion. Recently he has made violent 
attacks upon his wife, and, when under excitement, has threatened to kill 
both her and himself. 
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State, when admitted. He is under the immediate effects of wine; is 
talkative, boastful and noisy; imagines himself very wealthy and powerful. 
Tongue furred; bowels costive; circulation rapid, with tendency to the 
brain. 

He was freely purged, and becoming more quiet, was removed from 
the asylum on the 5th of November, in opposition to my advice. One of 
his first acts, after returning to the city, was to place his wife under the 
care of a physician, to be treated as a lunatic, and, if necessary, sent to the 
Bloomingdale Asylum, with directions to the physician thereof to place 
her in one of the strongest and least comfortable apartments. 

He prepared what he called a “medicated bath,” among the constituents 
of which were vinegar, mustard, pepper, lemon juice, eggs, lamp oil, Cologne 
water, a bottle of French perfumery, the entrails of two fowls, and a great 
variety of other articles as well adapted to the purpose as these. After 
having bathed himself and his children in this remarkable compound, he was 
about to compel his wife to undergo the ordeal, when a friend, accidentally 
calling, interposed and prevented it. 

Subsequently, he concocted a “soup,” the ingredients of which were 
not unlike those of the bath. Of this he compelled his children to eat 
until they vomited. 

Under these circumstances, it was thought most prudent to bring him 
again to the asylum. He was readmitted after three days’ absence. 

He was then much in the same condition as when first admitted. Having 
been freely purged, he was, after a few days, put upon the use of conium, 
which was continued for some time. Occasional cathartics were taken 
meanwhile, with local depletion by cups, from the back of the neck. It 
was evident from the beginning, that there was permanent lesion of the 
brain, and no hope of cure was ever entertained. The circulation was 
always rapid, with disposition to the head ; the pupils were unequal in size, 
the left being the larger. His appetite was voracious; his speech affected, 
many words being but partially uttered, and frequently, several words were 
run together in their enunciation. This symptom increased as the dis¬ 
ease progressed. He was boastful, pompous, and overbearing, always in 
the right and others always in the wrong. He claimed intimate acquaint¬ 
ance with the Shah of Persia, the Imaum of Muscat and Mehemit Ali, each of 
whom, according to his testimony, had given him a large number of wives. 
He said that he had traveled throughout India, clothed in a coat of mail, 
which preserved him from the poisoned arrows frequently shot at him by his 
enemies. Nothing, as he thought, was so great that he could not accom¬ 
plish it. He imagined himself possessed of vast riches, in money and in 
lands, in every part of the world. Even before his first admission he had 
squandered a considerable sum by giving checks without any consideration. 
Towards the close of his life, his ideas of station became still more exalted, 
and he claimed the Queen Victoria as his wife. 

In the spring of 1845 hq grew worse, and began to be destructive. He 
tore his clothing and tied the shreds into numerous knots. On several 
occasions, in the night, he tore his bed clothes in a similar manner, tying 
them together and to the bed-post, so that the whole seemed but a mass 
Qf shreds and knots. While doing this, he supposed himself engaged in 
some profitable work. He would keep busy all day pulling straw from 
his bed, tucking it into the crevices of the doors and windows, pulling it 
to pieces and knotting it together, all the time imagining himself at work 
upon caps, hundreds of which, he said, he manufactured every day. 
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About the 20th of June, an ulcer formed on his arm, and soon afterwards, 
others upon his legs. The feet had previously become oedematous. They 
were punctured, and for some days it was thought that a quart of serum was 
discharged from them each day. 

Notwithstanding the general degenerance of his system, he was able to 
be about the house, and in the yard, until the day before his death. There 
had been an instability in his gait for several months, and this increased to 
such an extent, that at times his walk was like that of a child soon after 
learning to go alone. General sensibility was much impaired, and his hand¬ 
writing grew worse and worse as the disorder progressed. On the 5th of 
August, about an hour after eating a very hearty dinner, he fell to the 
ground, having all the symptoms of cerebral congestion. Notwithstanding 
the usual treatment in such cases, he remained speechless and comatose 
until the morning of the following day, when he died. 

Autopsy .—The skull is very hard, containing but little diploe. The 
course of the blood-vessels is deeply marked on the inside. The dura 
mater was separated from the bone with difficulty. This membrane adheres, 
by thread-like bridles, through the arachnoid and pia mater, to the cerebral 
substance. On its being removed, the blood-vessels of the whole exposed 
surface are found to be remarkably engorged. The arachnoid is opaque 
over the whole of the anterior and middle lobes, and the top of the posterior. 
In all these parts, and between the hemispheres corresponding to them, the 
arachnoid and pia mater are thickened. The convolutions are bound to¬ 
gether by thread-like bridles. The blood-vessels of the posterior lobe and 
of the cerebellum are highly injected. The cineritious matter is unusually 
dark, and the surface of a section of the medullary matter is very thickly 
strewn with red points. Enough blood oozes out of these to colour the 
surface, and this being wiped off, the surface is again coloured in the same 
way. The hemispheres in front of the great commissure are strongly 
bound together by thread-like attachments. Two drachms of water in 
each lateral ventricle, and the blood-vessels of these ventricles highly in¬ 
jected. A remarkable quantity of calcareous matter in the pineal gland. 
Six of the piqpe^ are each as large as a good sized pin’s head. The blood¬ 
vessels at the base of the brain, are as much engorged as those in other 
parts. The membranes are bound together and to the brain throughout 
all parts of the base, by small threads. Cerebellum softer than the cere¬ 
brum. 

Case III.—B. B. S.,a retired merchant, set. 56, married, native of New 
York city, of medium stature, with black hair, gray eyes and sanguine- 
bilious temperament, having for two years been troubled by pecuniary 
difficulties, and thence depressed in spirits, at length manifested evident 
symptoms of insanity. Having attempted to commit suicide, he was brought 
to the Bloomingdale Asylum, December 29th, 1839. Although several of 
his family connections have been insane, yet it is said that this patient had 
none of the blood to which that predisposition appertains. The record at 
the time of his admission, states that he was quiet and tractable, but ap¬ 
peared to suffer from apprehension of evil, great nervous irritability, and 
constant vigilance. 

After remaining in the institution about seven weeks, he was discharged 
improved, his friends taking him home on account of the decease of his 
wife. 

On the 5th of June, 1845, he again became an inmate of the asylum. 
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During the long interval of his absence, his mental faculties had gradually 
failed, and his hallucinations become more vivid and permanent. For one 
and a half year of the time he had been under treatment at another insti¬ 
tution. 

At the time of re-admission, he was somewhat emaciated ; his gait un¬ 
stable ; his muscular movements hesitating, directed with uncertainty, and 
when commenced finished with a certain degree of spasmodic celerity. 
The organs of speech participated in the two latter defects, and many of 
the words were imperfectly uttered. He called himself a bishop, claimed 
immense possessions, and said he was about to make extensive speculations 
in cotton and in stocks. 


After this he gradually regained his strength and general physical health, 
without any particular medication. His mental faculties, however, did not 
participate in the improvement. If he heard an expression made by any 
person around him, he imagined that it was directed to him, or that he or 
his conduct was the subject of it, and hence frequently became irritated 
and exasperated. He declared himself to have control over the weather, 
ar/d often passed several hours in guiding the clouds, or dispersing the fog. 
This was done by gazing intently at these vapours, and rubbing his chin 
with the energy of a zealot. The window of the gallery upon which his 
apartment opened, commanded a western prospect. On every clear day, 
as the sun was about to set, he “ wound it up,” in order that it might rise 


in due season on the following morning. The manipulation in this matter 
was as follows. He went to the window, and, keeping his eyes fixed upon 
the sun, gradually retreated to the opposite extremity of the gallery, which 
was about eighty feet long, giving his hands and forearms a circular motion 
around each other as if he were winding a line about them. This process 
was repeated until he was satisfied that the motion of the sun was secured 
for the‘ensuing twenty-four hours. 

During the day, however, he continued to exercise his imaginary power 
over the luminary in question. He had ideal cords which were attached 
to it, and these he managed with all the dexterity of the boy who “flies” 


his kite with skill, or of him who pulls the wires of an automaton. Along 
these cords, as upon an aerial road, he frequently dispatched messengers to 


the sun. They generally travelled in carriages; he saw them distinctly as 


they mounted upwards, and would endeavour to point them out to the by¬ 
standers. 


Evein to the day of his death he saw numerous imaginary people around 
him; crowds on foot and in carriages; and he, the governor of them all, 
making mysterious gestures and shouting aloud in order to make their con¬ 
duct consistent with his wishes. 


The difficulty of speech and of motion did not greatly increase. Gene¬ 
ral sensation was nearly extinct, so that towards the close of his life the 
most severe pinch upon the integuments of any part of his body was un¬ 
perceived. Taste was so far impaired that he would drink a mixture of 
rhubarb and magnesia, in water, believing it to be wine. Audition was ap¬ 
parently perfect, and vision so good that, although upwards of 60 years of 
age, and notwithstanding the fact of his gazing so much directly at the sun, 
he could read fine print without the aid of spectacles. 

In the winter of 1845-6 he became robust and plethoric. In March, 
1846, he had an attack of diarrhoea, and another in April, the latter followed 
by most obstinate costiveness. 

The blood now exhibited a strong tendency to the head, to obviate the 
danger from which he was several times freely cupped on the back of the 
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neck. In June he was better and appeared as if he would regain his gene¬ 
ral health; but in July he had another attack of diarrhoea which resisted all 
medication and terminated his existence on the 2d of August. 

Jlutopsy twelve hours after death. —Cranium thick, of medium density, 
and containing about the ordinary quantity of diploe. The dura mater is 
very strongly adherent to it, both superiorly and at the base. Over the 
anterior lobes it will tear off in laminae before it will separate from the 
bone. The inner surface of this membrane looks like the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the stomach in cases of chronic inflammation of that organ. 

For four inches along either side of the longitudinal sinus the dura mater 
is so strongly adherent to the subjacent membranes as to be separated only 
by dissection. The falx adheres by filaments, to both hemispheres. The 
dura mater removed, the blood-vessels, both arteries and veins, of the other 
membranes, appear highly injected. 

The arachnoid, over all the superior and lateral surfaces of the brain, is 
thickened, of a milky aspect, in some places very thick and opaque, in 
others translucent. It adheres throughout to the pia mater, and on both 
hemispheres this latter membrane adheres to the brain beside the longitu¬ 
dinal sinus, upon the space where the dura mater was attached to the mem¬ 
branes beneath it. 

The sulci are filled with serum, of which there was about three ounces. 
There was also another ounce at the base of the brain. 

Nothing worthy of remark in the cineritious substance. The medullary 
matter is humid, apparently softer than natural, and the surface of its sec¬ 
tion, when cut, is strewed with many bloody points. 

The lateral ventricles are distended with serum. The fornix is remark¬ 
ably soft. Plexus choroides adherent through its whole extent to the sub¬ 
jacent surface. Velum interpositum thickened and its vessels congested. 
The pineal gland contains but one particle of calcareous matter and that is 
about the size of an ordinary pin’s head. 

On the base of the brain the arachnoid is slightly thickened, more so on 
the surface of the cerebellum. The cineritious substance of the cerebellum 
is pallid and apparently softer than that of the cerebrum. All the blood-, 
vessels of the base of the brain are highly injected, and there are numerous 
small filamentous cords connecting the approximating surfaces of the pons 
varolii, medulla oblongata and the lobes of the cerebrum and cerebellum. 

Case IV.—Admitted August 4,1845.—E. H., a native of Ireland, setat. 
about 45 years, unmarried, a tailor by trade, but for some time past has 
followed the business of peddling. Stature short, hair dark-brown, eyes 
gray, temperament nervous-bilious. He has for a long time indulged in 
the pretty free use of intoxicating liquors. In the autumn of 1844 he had 
an attack of paralysis, from which it is said he entirely recovered. 

He returned from a peddling tour about one month since, when it was 
discovered that his mind-was disordered. He has been under no curative 
treatment. 

State when admitted. —Tongue furred, the mucous membrane of the 
mouth and pharynx rugose and of a very deep red colour. His gait is 
unstable, vacillating, tottering. He speaks indistinctly, pronounces his 
words imperfectly, and, though penniless, esteems himself vastly rich. 

He was placed upon an antispasmodic and alterative course of treatment, 
followed by tonics. All the symptoms of the disease continued to increase, 
and his general health rapidly failed. His speech was indistinct, many of 
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the words being but partially uttered; his legs partially paralyzed, making 
his gait unstable and tottering. Ulcers came out upon the legs and upon 
one hip, but the course of the disease was so rapid that there was no deep 
sloughing. At times he apparently lost his vision, as he would run about 
regardless of obstacles and of the walls of the room. General sensation 
was nearly destroyed. 

A few days before his death he had an epileptiform convulsion, evidently 
caused by determination of blood to the head. For this he was cupped and 
relieved. 

Another attack proved fatal on the 17th of September.- 

Autopsy. —Head.—The cranium adheres more strongly than is natural 
to the dura mater. It is thin; the furrows made by the blood-vessels of 
medium depth. The dura mater is firmly adherent to the upper part of 
the brain, particularly along the sides of the longitudinal sinus, where there" 
are numerous small, white, granular substances. The arachnoid is thick¬ 
ened in nearly every portion of the cerebral surface, rather more so on the 
superior and the anterior regions, where it is pearly, semi-opaque or trans¬ 
lucent. The posterior lobe of the cerebrum is nearly free from the pearli¬ 
ness. This membrane is also adherent, in some places, to the pia mater, 
and between them there is a considerable deposit of effused serum, three 
ounces of which ran from the brain during its dissection. 

Pia mater thickened and anormally adherent to the brain. All the blood¬ 
vessels are turgid with blood. 

The cortical substance is apparently normal, but the medullary matter, 
on section, is seminated with bloody points. It appears rather softer than 
is usual, and more pastelike in aspect. In the inter-hemispherical space, 
the membranes of the hemispheres adhere to each other above and ante¬ 
riorly to the corpus callosum. One drachm of serum in each lateral ventricle, 
the brain being removed from the cranium before these ventricles were 
opened. The plexus choroides and the vessels about the lateral ventricles 
are anormally injected. No opacity of membranes at the base of the brain. 
The arachnoid is very slightly thickened in all parts of the cerebellum, but 
is free from opacity or pearliness. 

Thorax.—Both lungs adhere to the thoracic parietes, particularly poste¬ 
riorly. Lower lobe of both engorged and softened, with some muco-puru- 
lent matter in that of the right side. 

One ounce of serum in the pericardium. The heart is of ordinary size, 
and covered with rugose vessels and depositions of lymph. 

Case V.— R. A. was a native and resident of the city of New York. 
His stature was medium, hair black, eyes chestnut, and temperament almost 
purely bilious. In youth he was wayward and unmanageable, and in 
manhood unsuccessful in business, disposed to squander, and addicted to 
“ wine and women.” In 1845 he became eccentric, but continued to pro¬ 
secute his affairs, being in the business of auctioneer, until the last of De¬ 
cember, when, having purchased some merchandise, and attempting to ob¬ 
tain possession of it before paid for, by breaking into the room where it was 
stored, he was seized and confined as a lunatic. On the 31st, he was 
brought to the Bloomingdale Asylum. He was then under what might be 
termed a “pleasurable excitement,” thinking it amusingly absurd that he 
should be considered a fit subject for a lunatic asylum. He was emaciated, 
the skin and sclerotica quite sallow, tongue slightly furred. 

After purgation with compound cathartic pills, he was placed upon alter- 
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ative doses of blue mass, which he took nine days. His tongue was now 
clean and moist, appetite and digestion good, and the jaundiced aspect of 
the sclerotica and of the skin had nearly disappeared. He was quiet, and a 
casual observer would perceive nothing peculiar in his condition, either 
physical or mental. He was anxious to return to his business; said 
that his remaining here would subject him to great pecuniary sacrifices ; 
but he was satisfied to submit to the decision of his physician in regard to 
his leaving. With a good, perhaps an unnaturally excessive appetite, he 
continued to gain flesh, and in a few weeks weighed more than at any pre¬ 
vious period of his life. His mental condition underwent no very material 
alteration. He always spoke of himself as an uncommonly good “ busi¬ 
ness man,” and at one time remarked, that although he had once failed he 
had succeeded in re-establishing himself, and was now worth “five thou¬ 
sand dollars.” “ Had I not been a man of pretty good talents,” he added, 
“ I could not have done this.” The relation between these assertions and 
his disease can be understood from the fact, that his endorsers had been 
subjected to heavy losses on his account; that since his failure he had 
scarcely supported himself, and that at this time he was not worth enough 
to pay three months’ board at the Asylum. Egotism was manifested in all 
his conversation, and in his manner there was a certain degree of self- 
satisfaction that bordered upon what is generally termed “ swaggering.” He 
joined with other parties in games, but was irritable, and likely to get into 
disputes with them. Whenever this actually happened, he thought his 
opponents were always in error, appeared to think that he could not be so, 
would complain of their abusing him in language, and then turn and abuse 
them to a greater extent than they had abused him. His rules worked but 
one way. Now, all this might occur in persons who are not considered 
fit subjects for an institution for the insane. Hence some of the people 
concerned in the management of the institution, and who associated daily 
with Mr. A., believed him to be well within two weeks after his admission. 
Hut Mr. A., from the time of coming to the Asylum, did not speak with 
perfect distinctness. There was a hesitation of expression, a mumbling 
of some words, and a dropping of the final syllable, of others. Yeteven 
here a superficial observer would have perceived nothing wrong. The pa¬ 
tient talked as well as many people whose speech is unaffected by disease. 
Again, notwithstanding his professed anxiety to return to business, and his 
impatience of detention, he acquired, as before stated, a weight of body to 
him unprecedented. And further, there appeared to be a general mental 
apathy—not, however, so great as to be perceived but by constant and pro¬ 
longed observation. All these circumstances and symptoms, combined, 
led me to believe that the patient was incurably insane, and, in answer to 
a man who remarked that he thought Mr. A. perfectly well, to express my 
opinion that he would never again be able to attend to business, that he 
would become a violent maniac, with extravagant ideas of wealth and 
station, and finally die of paralysis generate. 

A few weeks after this, and on the 7th of March, Mr. A. was seized 
with a slight numbness of the right arm and leg, the former being more 
affected than the latter. It lasted but a few minutes. On the 10th he was 
again similarly seized, the numbness extending to the tongue, which it so 
far affected that he spoke with very great difficulty. These attacks were 
treated by cathartics and free cupping on the back of the neck. He never 
had a subsequent attack that came to my knowledge. 

In the latter part of April his friends determined to take him home, and 
No. XXVI.— April, 1847. 23 
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permit him to recommence business. Accordingly he left the Asylum 
on the 1st of May. 

About ten days afterwards, he called at the Asylum in my absence, and 
left a note for me, by which I perceived that his writing was much poorer 
than formerly. The letters were much more imperfectly formed, and the 
lines more irregular. This I considered as a convincing proof that his 
disease was progressing. 

May 23 d. Mr. A. was readmitted, a turbulent and violent maniac, shout¬ 
ing and tearing his garments to tatters, yet happy in the idea that he was 
Vice President of the United States, and the possessor of unlimited wealth. 
He was much emaciated, pale and haggard, his eyes glaring with the height 
of maniacal expression. Pulse rapid and bowels costive. Speech more 
imperfect than when he left the Asylum, and a very apparent instability 
arid faltering in his gait. 

He was freely purged with calomel and jalap, followed by senna tea, 
large doses being required to affect his bowels. Soon afterwards a typhoid 
condition of the tongue supervened, which was relieved by the use of a 
julep, consisting of aqua camphor, tartarized antimony, and a small quan¬ 
tity of laudanum. 

He still continued under high excitement. This was subdued by a 
mixture of ex. hyosevami, tinct. camphor and tinct. assaf. 

The bowels were at all times costive unless under the influence of 
laxatives. 

By the tenth of June he had become comparatively quiet, but continued 
to emaciate, and his intellectual faculties were almost entirely destroyed. 
The appetite being poor he was put upon the use of a tonic vegetable 
infusion. 

June 19 th. Emaciation excessive, his weight probably not exceeding 
eighty pounds. Pulse 112; tongue slightly furred but moist; appetite 
poor; bowels costive, never being moved but by cathartics. Pupils of 
equal size, but quite small. A slight discharge of purulent matter from 
the nostrils. Gait faltering; a general defection of muscular action in all 
the limbs, as well as in the organs of speech. He says he is worth twenty- 
eight millions of dollars and weighs twenty-eight hundred pounds. Not¬ 
withstanding his feebleness, when left at liberty he is “ full of mischief,” 
displacing every movable upon which he can place his hands. 

July 1st. All his symptoms have increased. It is with difficulty that 
he rises from his bed, though he still sits up most of the day. 

The left arm, leg and cheek are slightly paralyzed ; tongue and lips 
drawn somewhat towards the right side. No cedema. General sensation 
much impaired. He says he is worth five hundred millions of dollars, 
and can run a mile in four minutes. Everything around him appears 
gorgeous. His clothes are splendidly decked with diamonds, his bed and 
the walls of the room ornamented with gold and various precious stones. 

Under the use of small doses of quinine his appetite was restored, but 
the nutrition afforded by digestion was insufficient to prevent emaciation. 
About the middle of July his feet became cedematons, and continued in¬ 
creasingly so until his death. Nearly the same time he was attacked with 
diarrhoea, which also persisted until he died, being several times tempo¬ 
rarily subdued by medicine. On the 26th of July general sensation had 
become so obtuse that he could not feel the most severe pinch upon any 
part of the body or limbs. Taste and smell were also apparently destroyed. 
The partial paralysis of the left side, mentioned on the 1st, had become 
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less apparent, though the general defection of muscular action remained 
undiminished. 

Aug. 14th. Feet very osdematous, hands somewhat so. 26th. The 
diarrhoea has worn much upon him during the last few days. He is 
extremely emaciated, and is very filthy in his habits, as he has been for 
several weeks past. The right arm is almost completely paralyzed, and 
the right leg partially so. He is not, and has not been, sensible of any 
pain; says he has everything he wants, and is perfectly happy. 

The cuticle of the left leg, throughout a space of about six inches from 
the malleoli upwards, is detached from the dermis, which, with the subja¬ 
cent flesh, is very dark-coloured, and appears as if about to slough. 

•Aug. 27th , the patient died. 

Autopsy fourteen hours after death. —Head. Integuments devoid of 
blood and pretty closely adherent to the cranium, which is very hard, of 
rather more than ordinary thickness, and contains the usual normal quan¬ 
tity of diploe. The courses of the blood-vessels are not preternaturally 
deep upon its inner surface. It adheres pretty strongly to the dura mater, 
but is removed leaving the latter in situ. The dura mater adheres, by 
filaments, to the subjacent membranes in several places on the superior 
surface. Upon a space three inches in length and from half to three- 
quarters of an inch in breadth, on each side of the longitudinal sinus, along 
the vertex, the adhesion is so intimate and strong as to be separated only 
by dissection. Over the sulci the arachnoid is elevated by intermembranal 
effusion. This membrane is thickened and somewhat opaque, or of a 
pearly hue throughout, with the exception of spots, which are perfectly 
opaque. These are mostly on the summit of the middle and posterior 
lobes and beside the medium line, en both hemispheres, where the adhe¬ 
sion to the dura mater was the strongest. 

All the blood-vessels are anormally injected, the veins more so than the 
arteries. 

The arachnoid and pia mater adhere to each other in all parts, excepting 
the spaces over the sulci. The pia mater adheres, by numerous small 
filaments, to the brain. The whole mass of the brain is moist, as if cede- 
matous, and apparently softer than natural. The cortical substance is 
apparently of the ordinary quantity and colour. The medullary matter is 
of rather a dingy white, and upon being cut the surface of the section is 
strewed with numerous bloody points. The lateral ventricles are distended 
with serum. The pineal gland contains four particles of calcareous matter, 
two of them of the size of an ordinary pin’s-head. The fornix and its 
adjacent parts, including a portion of the corpora striata, are much softer 
than in health. 

At the base of the brain there is some serum, and the dura mater, in 
some places, is attached, by filaments, to the other membranes. 

The arachnoid is slightly thickened. It is thickened and semi-opaque 
over all the surface of the cerebellum, which organ is softer than the 
cerebrum. 

The whole quantity of serum in the lateral ventricles, at the base of the 
brain, and between the membranes of its superior and lateral surfaces, was 
about four ounces. 

Case VI.—H. C., of Philadelphia, aged 42 years, having blue eyes, 
hair very light and silken, temperament sanguine nervous, stature below 
mediocrity, a slight frame, and constitution of medium strength, came under 
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my care, in association with another physician, on the 21st of May, 1840. 
He was married and had children, and was engaged in the retail trade of 
dry goods. His previous health had generally been good, though lie was 
somewhat subject to “bilious disorder and dysentery.” He had a brother 
insane. 

Mr. C. was now labouring under a mental disorder, which was first 
manifested about three months before, and had gradually increased. 
Though naturally active, he had become more so, and in his ardent pursuit 
for property he entered into ill-judged and imprudent speculations, by 
which he imagined that he made great profits, when in reality he suffered 
pecuniary loss. He talked inordinately and chiefly upon his contemplated 
schemes for accumulation. His friends assigned no cause for his disease 
other than his devotion to business. It is believed that he was temperate 
in his habits. 

He had been, bled, both generally and locally, and had taken cathartics. 
No perceptible impression, however, had been made upon his mental 
disorder. 

Present condition. —Pulse 80; remarkably full and strong. Impul¬ 
sion of the heart forcible, accompanied by a rude and nearly continuous 
sound, like the bruit de rape. Tongue slightly furred, appetite voracious. 
Pupils very small; temperature of the head unnaturally high, particularly 
in the region of the vertex. He has no headache. He is in very pleasant 
humour, and talks much and extravagantly about his business. His gait 
is feeble and slightly faltering. When sitting he has a slight involuntary 
spasmodic motion of the body, laterally and in other directions. 

Sixteen ounces of blood were taken from the arm, and he was placed on 
vegetable diet. On the following day he was cupped ad nucham, and 
put upon the use of a pill of opium, digitalis, and calomel. On the 25th, 
the pulse still being rapid and full, and the pupils much contracted, he 
was again bled to the extent of ,?xviij, and ordered to use the cold water 
douche upon the head three times daily. 

28/A. Pulse less strong, but rapid. Skin quite yellow; mental con¬ 
dition unchanged. The pill was now stopped and tinct. digital. rri,xx t. d. 
with mass ex. hydrargyri gr. j t. d. given. 

June 1st. Pulse 90, smaller than before. Cephalalgia of the right side 
near the summit. 

15th. Pulse 84, more compressible. The temperature of the top of the 
head is always too high. He was cupped in that region on the 9th and 
13th. He sleeps well. He writes much, but very illegibly; before he 
became insane he wrote an excellent hand. 

20/A. Pulse 78, full but easily compressed, imparting a peculiar thrill to 
the finger. The pulse is easily felt in the arteries of the fingers and in 
many parts of the body, where it is impossible or very difficult to feel it in 
most people. 

The systole and diastole of the heart appear to be a continuous sound, 
being uuited by a sound half way between the bruit de soufflet and the 
bruit de rape. 

P. M. At llj o’clock, this A. M. I was called to his room and found 
him dead; the position of the body such as showed that he had died with¬ 
out the slightest struggle. He was as well as usual at 10 o’clock, when 
he was walking in the garden. 

Autopsy twenty-three hours after death. —Limbs of medium rigidity. 
Integuments chalky while. Scalp remarkably mobile on the cranium. A 
deep discoloration of the cellular tissue along the sagittal suture. 
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Cranium .—Thickness medium ; density great; no diploe but in a small 
part of the temporal bones. Its adhesion to the dura mater is slight. The 
dura mater lining the sides and base of the cranial cavity is of a pink 
colour, by bloody injection. On the summit of the right hemisphere, 
beside the longitudinal sinus, there is a spot the size of a cent presenting 
numerous small elevations, appearing vesicular through the microscope, 
the surrounding area having the aspect of ecchymosis. They appear to 
Involve the three membranes, the dura mater being very thin. There is a 
similar spot of half the size on the top of the left hemisphere. There are 
adhesions of the membranes along either side of the sinus, but they are 
stronger beneath these two spots than at any other point. 

The arachnoid is thickened along the sides of the falx, and particularly 
on the vesicular spots. The pia mater is anormally injected; it adheres 
to the brain in the vesicular spots. 

The sulci are unnsually shallow. There are one and a half ounces of 
serum at the base of the brain. 

The corpus callosum is so soft as to be torn asunder by the gravity of 
the brain, as it lies upon a board. The posterior commissure so soft as no 
longer to retain its form. 

The corpora striata and thalami nervorum opticorum are softened, and 
the enveloping membrane injected. A small quantity of serum in the 
lateral ventricles. Velum interpositum very much thickened and engorged. 
Posteriorly to the decussation of the optic nerves, and partly thrown around 
them there is a quantity of matter of the consistence of thin cream, con¬ 
taining particles of greater solidity. It appears like the result of an abscess, 
involves the infundibulum, and extends into the third ventricle. The 
neighbouring parts are more or less disorganized, particularly on the right 
hemisphere, where the anormal condition extends to the crus cerebri. The 
medullary matter of the cerebrum is apparently normal. 

Thorax .—Pericardium distended; it contains two ounces of bloody 
serum. Heart; length five and three-quarter inches, circumference at base 
eleven and a half inches: all of its parts are hypertrophied. The valves of 
the right auriculo-ventricular opening do not appear to be sufficiently large 
to close it, owing to its anormal enlargement. The mitral valve is partially 
degenerated into a fibro-cartilaginous substance. The parietes of the left 
ventricle are so soft that they yield to pressure between the thumb and 
finger, like the substance of the liver, and with about the same ease. 

Abdomen. — Stomach .—The mucous membrane of the great curvature 
is thickened and injected. It is also softened throughout the cardiac half. 

Liver. —Length, nine and a half inches, breadth seven inches, thickness 
three inches. Right lobe uncommonly large compared with the left, and 
its substance anormally friable. No other pathological lesion observed in 
the abdominal organs. 

N. B. Whenever the thrill of the arteries was present in this case there 
was a frernissement cataire in the praecordia. The patient slept comfortably 
without elevating his head; his feet never swelled, but he was troubled 
with frightful dreams. 

Case VII.—W. W. was a native of England, (resident of Brooklyn, 
New York,) and followed the business of hosiery merchant. He was 42 
years of age, married, of medium stature, hair very dark brown and curly, 
eyes blue, temperament lymphatico-sanguine bilious, intellect above medi¬ 
ocrity, disposition mild and benevolent. He is said to have been industrious 
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and attentive to business. He had long been accustomed to the use of 
porter, wine, and occasionally distilled liquors, but he rarely drank to in¬ 
toxication. 

After having indulged pretty freely, he was taken to the New York 
Hospital, labouring, as his friends asserted, under delirium tremens. After 
a few days residence there, he was transferred to the Bloomingdale Asylum, 
March 15th, 1845. His face was then pallid, and the expression somewhat 
sad. Tongue slightly furred ; skin feverish ; pulse quick and nervous. He 
was quiet and orderly in demeanor, but labouring under religious enthu¬ 
siasm. He believed the millennium to be near, and that it was ordered by 
Heaven, that he should live a thousand years, and act as the agent of Eng¬ 
land in bringing, by force of arms, all the nations of the earth into the 
enjoyment of peace and religion. He was disposed to make poetry, and 
if requested, would either write or repeat extemporaneously any quantity 
of it. It was more remarkable for rhyme than for reason, or coherence of 
ideas. It was said by his friends, that he had manifested some aberration 
of mind for about one month, but it is probable that the disease commenced 
at an earlier period. It was attributed to pecuniary difficulties. 

He was put upon a mixture of vin. antimoniiand tinct. digital., to which, 
as a slight coat of fur still adhered to his tongue, there was added, on the 
3d of April,'mass ex hydrarg. gr. j t. d. Under this treatment he rapidly 
improved, and was removed from the asylum, by his friends, on thp 23d 
of April, apparently very nearly well. 

Returned to his former associations, he began to indulge his appetite for 
malt liquors, and this, with the excitement of business, brought on his dis¬ 
ease with greater severity than before. On the 3d of May he was again 
admitted. He was then excited and noisy; the pulse quick and nervous; 
tongue furred and pasty. 

He now rapidly grew more violent, noisy and destructive, and was re¬ 
moved to a strong room. His tongue became covered with a dense, 
strongly adherent and paste-like fur; he lost his appetite; the pulse was 
rapid, but small and nervous, so that it was not deemed prudent to bleed, 
either generally or locally. He was freely purged with calomel, gamboge, 
and rhubarb, and then put upon alterative doses of blue mass, in combina¬ 
tion with hyoscyamus, aqua camphor, and assafetida. The general state 
of his bodily health was in a few days much improved, and his excitement 
partially quelled. By the 1st of June, his appetite had become voracious, 
and his bowels regular in their action, but the tongue always remained 
covered with the pasty coat. The excitement soon afterwards returned, 
and there being a strong tendency of blood to the head, he was freely 
cupped on the back of the neck. This was of but temporary benefit, and 
the excitement could only be partially subdued by morphine, which was 
administered for some time. 

During all this time he was destructive, tore the plastering from the walls, 
stripped open his bed nearly every night and scattered the straw about the 
room, and would have torn his clothing had his dress not been of the 
strongest materials. His limbs were never confined by restraining apparatus. 
He talked incessantly, claimed to be Deity, and when out of his room was 
continually mischievous, putting everything movable out of its place. 
About the 1st of July he had a severe attack of diarrhoea, which was sub¬ 
dued by the chalk mixture. 

On the 1st of October he was removed from the asylum, but brought 
back again on the 19th of November, having had his arms confined 
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during the whole period of absence. His disease was progressing. He 
was highly excited; pulse rapid; vessels about the head turgid ; tongue 
furred and pasty; pupils small, as they always had been, from the time of 
his first admission. He called himself God, and said he had paid the 
English government six millions of dollars. His gait, though hitching, 
and not very firm, was not much affected by paralysis. General sensation, 
however, was much impaired. 

Cut cups were applied ad nucham, on the day of his last admission, and 
again on the following day. He was also placed upon a mixture of anti¬ 
mony and digitalis. This treatment was pursued from the fear of a fatal 
determination of blood to the head. His excitement, though mitigated, 
persisted, and on the 26th the antimony and digitalis were stopped, and tinct. 
opii gtt. xx ter in die prescribed. Under this treatmenthe was more quiet, 
but all the mental and physical symptoms above mentioned continued. 
His appetite wa^ voracious, and there was soon a constant tendency to 
diarrhoea, which was several times treated as before. Towards the close 
of November, however, it became very severe and defied all medication. 
The patient rapidly emaciated, lost strength, was confined to his bed, and 
died on the 1st of December. 

Jlutopsy twelve hours after death. —No rigidity of muscles. Integu¬ 
ments of the head devoid of blood. The cranium adheres strongly to the 
dura mater, particularly on the anterior lobes. It is very thick and hard, 
and its under surface deeply marked by the blood-vessels and the glands 
of Pacchioni. These glands project through the dura mater in several 
places. The dura mater does not appear to be thickened, but it adheres to 
the other membranes of both hemispheres along the sides of the longitudinal 
sinus, throughout the whole extent of the cerebrum, and over a space half 
an inch in width on either side. Near the vertex, these adhesions are very 
strong. The arachnoid is thickened and of a milky hue, or semi-opaque, 
over all the exposed surface of the cerebrum. It is the most so on the 
middle lobes. It is also somewhat thickened in several places at the base 
of the brain. Some effusion of serum between the membranes. The 
blood-vessels of the pia mater are some what injected, though not extremely 
so, excepting in the sulci. This membrane does not adhere to the brain. 
The arachnoid is Strongly adherent to the pia mater, on the whole superior 
surface of the brain, excepting over the sulci. The cineritious matter ap¬ 
pears softened under the adhesions on the vertex. Its colour generally 
appears natural. On a superficial section of the anterior lobes, the medullary 
matter has a rosy tint with some bloody points. Deeper down and through¬ 
out the cerebrum it appears more natural, but with some bloody points. 
No calcareous matter in the pineal gland. The corpora striata and the 
optic thalami appear to be somewhat softened. The arachnoid over the 
cerebellum is considerably thickened. The cineritious substance of the 
cerebellum appears to be unusually soft. About half a drachm of clear 
serum in each lateral ventricle, and one ounce at the base of the brain. 

Lungs perfectly healthy; one and a half ounces of liquid serum in the 
pericardium; heart rather small. The serous membrane covering it, is 
partially opaque. Right auricle nearly filled with a whitish clot. Small 
clots of the same kind in the right ventricle, the pulmonary artery, and the 
aorta. Substance of the liver unusually firm ; two ounces of bile in the 
biliary vesicle. The mucous membrane of the stomach is very much 
thickened and softened throughout, but most so along the large curvature, 
where it is much injected with blood. 
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Case VIII.—J. B., an unmarried accountant, aged 37 years, short in 
stature, with brown hair, blue eyes, and bilious-nervous temperament, was 
born in England, where he remained until arrived at manhood. 

He was from early life subject to the most severe headache, and to 
occasional depression of spirits. His general health was not robust, and 
he was for several years troubled with bleeding piles and prolapsus ani. 

In 1843 he underwent an operation for the cure of the latter, but it was 
attended by but partial success. 

In doctrines he was no conservative, but was ever seeking for the netv. 
He early espoused the principles of Jeremy Bentham, and in later years, 
after his emigration to the United States, became a zealous follower of 
Robert Owen and of Fourier. When Mesmerism began to attract the 
attention of the public he was one of the first of its proselytes. 

In the summer of 1845 he became eccentric, and soon afterwards mani¬ 
festly insane. The mental disorder was thought to be hastened by the 
marriage, to another person, of a young lady to whom he was much 
attached. 

He was under constant excitement, talking incessantly, Fourierism and 
Mesmerism entering largely into the materiel of his incoherent discourse. 
He imagined himself to be under the influence of Mesmerism. 

On the 9th of October, 1845, he was brought to the Bloomingdale Asy¬ 
lum. 

State on admission.—Bewildered, and apparently almost demented. 
Talks much and incessantly; has many very important things to say, but, 
upon being said, their importance is not so very evident. His utterance is 
imperfect. He is very restless, his head too warm, tongue coated, bowels 
constipated, appetite poor, pulse quick and nervous, pupils contracted. 
Before admission he had been bled, and had taken cathartics. 

Free cathartics, calomel and jalap, followed by sulphate of magnesia, 
were now administered. Their effect was favourable, but in two or three 
days the excitement again increased, his tongue became dry and covered 
with sordes, and this condition was accompanied by other symptoms of a 
typhoid state. The following prescription was ordered. R.—Aquae cam- 
phorae £vj ; ant. et potass, tart. gr. iij ; tine, opii 3ss, to be given gradatim, 
so that the whole shall be taken in 24 hours. This was continued three 
days, when the symptoms to which it was directed had disappeared. He 
became much more quiet and rational, and his general health improved. 
He however imagined himself very wealthy, said he was going extensively 
into the ship-building business, and offered lucrative situations to his attend¬ 
ant and other persons. It was also his intention to marry Queen Victoria. 

Before becoming deranged he had hemorrhoidal discharges periodically, 
but these entirely ceased after the invasion of the mental disturbance. On 
the 24th of October he had an epileptiform fit, from which he did not 
recover, until after free cupping from the back of the neck, and the appli¬ 
cation of a stimulating pediluvium. From month to month he now gradu¬ 
ally became more talkative, noisy and mischievous; his gait grew feeble 
and faltering, and general sensation more and more impaired. His language 
was as incoherent as it is possible for language to be. He talked very 
rapidly—“run the words together”—but enunciated better than most pa¬ 
tients labouring under this form of insanity. 

On the night of the 7th of January, 1846, he tore his bed clothing into 
thousands of shreds, and with them tied pillows, bed and bedstead together, 
in a most singular and ludicrous manner. In doing this he really believed 
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himself engaged in some useful occupation. It now became necessary that 
he should wear clothes of such material and so strongly made, that he 
could not easily destroy them, and during the last two months of his life 
his hands were confined at night. In the day-time, unless deterred there¬ 
from, he was constantly putting things in disorder, pulling up grass in the 
yard, and picking up pebbles, chips, shreds of cloth, straw, &c., and put¬ 
ting them into crevices, or strewing them about the floor of the ward in 
which he was placed. 

He took Lugol’s solution of iodine from December to March, part of the 
time in combination with a small quantity of tinctura opii. A strong tend¬ 
ency of blood to the head was observed to occur periodically, at intervals 
of about a month; and ever after his first “fit” at these times he was cup¬ 
ped upon the back of the neck. His life was thus undoubtedly prolonged. 

On the 27th of June, 1846, he had another fit, more severe than the first, 
but was restored by the same means as before. 

After this he failed more rapidly. His feet and legs had already become 
cedematous. The oedema now appeared in the face; a large sloughing 
ulcer was formed on the right hip; his appetite, hitherto good, and at 
times voracious, diminished; a diarrhoea was established and he died on 
the 28th of July. 

Autopsy. —Head.—The integuments are nearly bloodless, cranium un¬ 
usually thin, and of ordinary density. Dura mater strongly adherent to 
the cranium over the superior portion of the anterior lobes. This mem¬ 
brane appears of its natural thickness. It adheres strongly to the subjacent 
membranes of both hemispheres, upon a space half an inch in width and 
five inches long, upon either side of the longitudinal sinus. This space is 
wholly anterior to the “ crown” of the head. The adhesions are by strong, 
short, fibrous bridles, around which are deposited numerous small, white, 
granular bodies. 

The veins of the superior portion of the cerebrum are fully distended 
with blood; the arteries do not apparently differ much from the natural con¬ 
dition. 

The arachnoid membrane is thickened, of a milky hue and semi-opaque, 
or translucent, over all the surface exposed by removing the cranium. It 
also adheres to the pia mater throughout this space. There is considerable 
effusion of serum between the membranes in the sulci. In the region 
where the dura mater was the most strongly attached to the membranes 
beneath it, the pia mater adheres in some places to the brain. It also ad¬ 
heres in some other parts of the superior surface. 

The cineritious substance is darker than usual; the medullary is of a 
dingy white, moister, and rather softer than in health, and when cut the 
surface is immediately strewn with many bloody points, though they are 
not so numerous as in some of the similar cases. 

The posterior two-thirds of the corpus callosum and the whole of the 
fornix are much softer than in health, pulpy, and of the consistence of 
cream which is barely thick enough to retain a form into which it might 
be shaped. 

The lateral ventricles are distended with serum. The velum interposi- 
tum adheres by filaments to all the surrounding adjacent parts. The pineal 
gland contains a few very small particles of calcareous matter. The supe¬ 
rior part of the corpora striata, as well as the tubercular quadrigemina, par¬ 
take in the degeneration of the fornix and corpus callosum. 

At the base of the brain the arachnoid membrane is thickened, and semi- 
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opaque around the pons varolii and the cerebellum. The blood-vessels are 
rather highly injected. The aerebellum appears somewhat congested and 
softened. The whole quantity of serum is three ounces. 

Case IX.—P. V. G., aged 28, married, native of N. Jersey and resident 
of N. York City, was admitted into B. Asylum Oct. 15, 1845. He was 
tall, had dark-brown hair, blue eyes, and a nervous sanguine bilious tem¬ 
perament. He was naturally irritable and passionate, but it is said that 
none of his relatives were ever insane. He had held subordinate offices 
in the Custom House, and under the City government, and hence became 
much interested in politics. He was a free liver, though not subject to 
habitual intoxication. In the spring of 1845 he became insane, his friends 
attributing the disease to political excitement and disappointment in not 
obtaining an office in the Custom House. The first act which led them to 
suspect mental derangement was, his ordering several carriages to give his 
family and friends a ride, and giving them no intelligence of it until the 
carriages were at the door. Soon after this, his conduct became such as 
made it necessary to seclude him, and he was taken to the Lunatic Asylum 
on Blackwell’s Island. After remaining three or four months in that insti¬ 
tution, he was transferred to Bloomingdale. 

State on admission.—Gait unstable, faltering; fingers, and sometimes 
the whole hand frequently moved involuntarily. Speech hesitating, diffi¬ 
cult, and some of the words imperfectly uttered ; right pupil much larger 
than the left. Appetite good, tongue natural. His urine is discharged in¬ 
voluntarily. He imagines himself to be very wealthy, and says that he is 
President of the United States. 

His mental condition, while here, was as follows. During the first few 
days he said but little. He then grew more talkative, irritable, and “cross.” 
He frequently said that the women came to his bed in the night and an¬ 
noyed him, and that the attendants came also under assumed names, and 
conspired against him. One morning he asserted that he “ always knew 
everything that occurred, day and night, in all parts of the globe,” and 
again, he boasted of having “swept hell last night.” 

Near the latter part of December, his imaginary official dignity was es¬ 
sentially augmented. He now claimed to be both President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. He had “sent Polk to Tennessee, and Dallas 
to Pennsylvania,” and was enjoying, in his own opinion, undisturbed pos¬ 
session of the two highest executive offices of the country. 

A change most agreeable to the comfort of those about him now took 
place in his temper and disposition. Henceforth, during the remainder of 
his life, he was always mild, good humoured, cheerful, and “as happy as a 
king,”—probably more so than most kings. He distributed offices of honour 
and profit to his physician, attendants, and fellow-patients. One he made 
collector of the port of New York; another, postmaster; and to others he 
was lavish of subordinate posts. Whenever he was puzzled to specify 
any situation for a favourite, he contented himself by telling the latter that 
he “ should have a fifteen hundred dollar office.” He “ fared sumptuously 
every day,” his dinners being served in a style which he termed “ tall ar¬ 
rangements,” with “ champagne in plenty, and nothing but anchor brand.” 

He read the newspapers with much satisfaction; but in February his 
vision became impaired, insomuch that he could not read without specta¬ 
cles. Henceforth there was no particular change in his delusions. He 
died believing himself both President and Vice President. In allusion to 
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the first two initials of his name, he said that P. stood for President and 
V. for Vice President. During the last two months of his life, he was 
more noisy, talked much in a very loud tone, and sometimes shouted; but 
he was always happy, always had everything he wanted, and invariably 
told his family that he did not wish to be removed from the Asylum. 

It may be remarked, that his physical condition was such that it was 
necessary to keep him in the ward for the worst class of patients. His 
contentment was the result of the disease, a disease which gave him ima¬ 
ginary dignities, and painted everything about him “ couleur de rose.” 

His ideas of sumptuous fare and champagne, were undoubtedly in part 
owing to the impairment of the sense of taste. 

His physical symptoms and treatment remain to be noticed. Soon after 
his admission he was put upon the use of tine. fer. mur., which for a time 
restored the healthy action of the sphincter of the bladder. The power 
was, however, soon lost, and was never again restored. In the latter part 
of November his feet and ankles became much swollen by oedema, and 
soon afterwards this condition extended to his hands. From this, relief 
was obtained by the use of jalap and cream of tartar, but the condition 
soon returned, and, excepting occasional relief in the same way, continued 
through life. On the 10th of December, the muscular action of his left 
arm was very defective; a state of semi-paralysis. The left leg was also 
slightly' affected. This condition of the limbs subsequently improved, but 
returned again, so that in March it was worse than in December. On 
some days, the right side appeared nearly as defective as the left. General 
sensation was almost entirely extinct, so that the most forcible pinch of the 
integuments of any part of the body was unperceived, or, at most, barely 
perceptible. The stability of his gait became more impaired as the disease 
progressed. At one time he could scarcely walk; but in this respect he 
also improved, and during most of the month previous to death he walked 
pretty well, yet not nearly so well as when admitted. 

In January, 1846, a large sloughing ulcer formed upon the right leg, 
commencing three inches above the external malleolus; and another on the 
hip over the trochanter of the same side. The latter healed, after remain¬ 
ing open several months; the former was much reduced in size, but never 
entirely healed. 

The right pupil was always larger than the left, but it was thought to be 
most nearly in the natural condition. 

The defect in speech increased during his residence here. 

On the afternoon of the 5th of August, he had one of the most severe 
convulsive fits that I ever witnessed, the spasms being far more violent on 
the left side than on the right. After copious bleeding from the arm, and 
from the right jugular vein, he revived, but there was such a state of palsy 
that he was not subsequently able to stand. On the 6th, he could talk, 
but there were frequent, slight convulsive movements of the limbs. In the 
night he became vociferous, and threw himself about upon the bed, in great 
agitation. This state continued over the 7th, his mind being, however, 
tranquil, and as happy as ever. On the morning of the 8th, there were 
no convulsive movements, but all his motions were feeble, hesitating, spas¬ 
modic, and directed with uncertainly. The left side was more affected 
than the right. He could, however, by great and protracted volition, raise 
the left arm. Sensation entirely extinct. He died on the 9th. 

The only regular curative medical treatment practised in this case, was 
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a course of strychnia. As no beneficial results accrued, it was stopped 
about two months before his death. 

Autopsy twelve hours after death. —Head. Vessels of integuments 
considerably injected; blood flows from them. Cranium very thick ante¬ 
riorly ; three-fourths of its thickness is diploe. The impressions of the 
blood-vessels and of the glands of Pacchioni are very deep. Dura mater 
adherent to the cranium, superiorly, posteriorly, and at some places on the 
base. 

The glands of Pacchioni are very large and prominent, some of them 
projecting through the dura mater. The vessels of this membrane are 
filled with blood, and their walls much thickened. Surrounding the glands 
of Pacchioni, are patches having an ecchymotic aspect and covered with 
the remains of the adhesions to the skull. The dura mater is free from 
the membranes beneath, excepting at the summit of the two hemispheres, 
where, for three inches along the longitudinal sinus, it is so strongly ad¬ 
herent as to require dissection. This membrane removed, the blood-ves¬ 
sels of those beneath it appear fully distended with their contents, the 
arteries so much so as to give a vivid vermilion colour to the whole surface 
of the brain, excepting in the course of the veins, which are nearly black. 
The arachnoid is everywhere thickened, and has a slight pearly aspect 
which is greatest on the anterior lobes. It is adherent to the pia mater in 
all parts excepting the spaces over the sulci. These spaces are filled with 
serum, particularly in the superior and posterior regions. The pia mater 
adheres so strongly to the brain, in many places, as, when removed, to 
take portions of the cortical substance with it. The cineritious substance 
appears to differ little, in colour and consistence, from its natural state. 

The medullary or white substance also appears of its normal colour. 
It is somewhat moist, and on being divided, the surface is strewn with 
many bloody points, more than in most cases, fewer than in some. The 
lateral ventricles are greatly distended with serum. The plexus choroides 
adheres to the subjacent membrane throughout, and contains a large num¬ 
ber of hydatiform vesicles. 

The fornix is somewhat softer than in health. The velum interposilum 
and all the membranes beneath the fornix and around the tubercula quadri- 
gemina are thickened, opaline and connected with each other and with the 
adjacent parts by filamentous adhesions. 

The arachnoid of the base of the brain is slightly thickened and partially 
opaline or of a milky hue throughout. The blood-vessels are thickened 
and cartilaginous in all parts of the brain. 

The optic thalami and corpora striata appear healthy. If they partake 
in the softening of the fornix, it is but slight. Cerebellum softer than 
cerebrum. 

About four ounces of serum at the surface, in the cavities, and at the 
base of the brain. 

Case X.—S. W., a native of New York City, with hair and eyes 
nearly black, and a sanguine bilious temperament, being married and 
engaged in a lucrative retail business, became insane at the age of 33 years. 
He had previously suffered from dyspepsia, from which he had recovered. 
The first evidences of mental disorder were inattention to business, and an 
inability to understand the true value of his articles of merchandize. These 
were soon followed by extravagant ideas of wealth, and schemes as absurd 
as magnificent for the increase of his fortune. 
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On the 17th of January, 1844, a few weeks after the first manifestations 
of mental disease, he was brought to the Bloomingdale Asylum. His pulse 
was frequent, tongue furred, bowels regular. Some headache. 

During the first few weeks his habits were very filthy; the urine and 
feces being passed in his bed at night, and in his clothes during the day. 
He perceived and acknowledged this defect, but could not amend. He 
was treated with cathartics, followed by tonics; and an occasional opiate, 
as he was wakeful and noisy at night. 

On the 1st of April, when I became connected with the institution, he 
was much as before described, except that his habits in regard to cleanli¬ 
ness had improved. He was merry, talkative, frequently singing, writing 
an abundance of what he called poetry, and engaged in the composition of 
a biography of his father. A specimen of his “ poetry,” included in a 
letter to his wife, will exhibit the condition of his mind, and obviate the 
necessity of making any extracts from the “ biography.” 

“Bloomingdale Asylum. 

“ Dear Wife, —It .was only yesterday I wrote to giveing the the letter to Mary 
to plasce in the Post office to be forward to you at &, at the care of your dear father. 
1 hope you have received it with many others that 1 have sent you to inform you 
that my love for you is still & strong as ever it is and 1 know will continue so untill 
death separates us so do not delay in answering the many epistles & letters I have 
written to you for you cannot" imagine how happy to define my mind and love of 
duty defined in truth and purity coerced in native truth, devised in native love and 
duty edifyed by hope and purity described in mind & qualified in kind santioned 
in love & piece and duty to truth f defined in Beauty nullified in kind elevated in 
mind truth defined in love defined in truth & hope edifying me. 

“ Poetry to-my dear wife 

Dearly do I love this mind 
So kind in duty allied to mind 
Elevated in hope & truth allied to youth 
Santioned in hope & purity edified 
In sanctioned in kind & hope & purity 
Fortified by hope & truth annelled by hope 
Defied in truth & mind seduced in hope 
And kindness edified in hope & hope eradicate 
For truth enlivens the mind to duty & kind 
For truth and purity is defied 
In mind and truth qualified in truth 
Sanctioned in the mind with duty allied in mind 
• Well qualified with truth & mind 
Coerced in truth & duty thus denied.” 

Under the use of conium and iron his appetite increased and at length 
became voracious. He gained flesh rapidly, and became plethoric. His 
habits improved, and in June he kept himself genteelly dressed, and would 
converse very rationally upon many topics. Meanwhile he continued his 
poetical compositions, and indulged in all kinds of extravagant schemes 
connected with wealth and travelling. Sometimes he was about to build 
a ship for his private use ; again he was going to sail “to-morrow” for the 
Mediterranean—rich as Croesus. 

In July he began to fail. He lost flesh suddenly, as if it had been 
oedema; general sensation became impaired; when walking his limbs 
would suddenly give way under him, and he would fall nearly to the 
ground before recovering himself. The pupil of the left eye was twice as 
large as that of the right eye. His compositions became, if possible, more 
incoherent and devoid of sense; his handwriting, originally very good, 
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gradually depreciated, grew less and less legible until it became nothing 
but a succession of waving marks, thus He wj-ole 

long letters to his friends in this way, believing them to be written per¬ 
fectly well. Ilis speech became much affected, many syllables, and 
occasionally a whole word being dropped, and frequently, in attempting 
to speak, he hesitated until, by a vigorous and prolonged effort of volition, 
he was enabled to begin. 

As the disease progressed, he occasionally became violent, when he 
broke glass and furniture. At times it appeared as if he were blind, as he 
would run against the sides of the room as if there were no obstruction 
there. Being in the yard, he attempted, by a single leap, to clear a ten 
foot wall—everything, in his estimation, being within the limits of his 
power. In this attempt, however, his face hit the side of the wall, and the 
concussion was such as to separate, to a considerable distance, the ossa 
nasi. The integuments covering them were also divided. His system 
was in such a condition of cachexy that this wound was followed by in¬ 
flammation, suppuration, and erosion of the soft parts, until there was a 
large opening into the nasal cavities. 

His feet and legs became cedematous; he lost his appetite and emaciated 
rapidly. The slightest abrasion of skin was followed by deep, incurable 
ulcers. His language was obscene. He felt .perfectly happy, and was 
richer than at any previous time. Millions of dollars in stocks, were in 
his possession, and innumerable houses and lots in New York, to say 
nothing of countless bags of gold. 

In August he was removed from the Asylum, but his friends found him 
so unmanageable that they brought him back, after being absent but about 
a week. 

His disease progressed apace. Ulcers, without any previous wound or 
abrasion of the skin, came out in all parts of his body and limbs, and, 
sloughing, left the tendons, ligaments and bones perfectly bare. The whole 
of the sacrum was thus exposed, and the glutei muscles became mostly 
detached, so that they could be lifted from the bones beneath them. All 
the tissues of the body seemed degenerated. A foul pus was constantly 
running, not only from the ulcers, but from his nose and ears. He died 
on the 3d of September, the most nearly a complete mass of corruption 
that I have ever seen, at the time of death. 

His fancied wealth continued to the last, and nearly eveiy morning he 
expatiated upon the great speculations he was going to make “on change” 
during the day. 

No autopsy. 

Case XI.—J. W., an unmarried German, set. 29 years, short in stature, 
with light-brown hair, chestnut eyes, and sanguine nervous temperament, 
became evidently insane in May, 1844, though it is probable that the 
disease had been in a gradually progressive incipient stage for some time 
previous. He was unusually talkative and excitable; imagined himself 
married; indulged in wild schemes of business, and, although worth no¬ 
thing, declared that he should soon accumulate a vast fortune by the manu¬ 
facture of printers’ ink. This fortune he intended to distribute among all 
his acquaintance, rendering them both independent and happy. 

While entertaining this favourite idea of fortune and benevolence, he 
lost the power of application to labour, and was brought to the Blooming- 
dale Asylum in July, 1844. His general health was then apparently not 
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greatly impaired, with the exception of a somewhat morbidly excessive 
appetite, and a plethoric habit. The pupils of his eyes were of unequal 
size, the left being much the larger. His gait was unstable, somewhat 
faltering, and accompanied by a general tremulous motion of the whole 
frame. He was very merry and happy, wished to marry every woman 
whom he saw, talked much, and said he should soon make five hundred 
thousand dollars in his business. When this should have been accom¬ 
plished he intended to go to England to marry Victoria. 

After depleting measures had been pursued, he was put upon the use of 
the extract of conium. His condition did not materially change until the 
1st of September, when he became very highly excited, raving, furious, 
and unmanageable otherwise than by confining his limbs. He screamed, 
cursed, kicked every one who came near him, and, if alone, threw himself 
on the floor and against the walls of his room with dangerous violence, 
until prevented by the restraint aforementioned. His face was deeply 
flushed, eyes wild and glaring. 

Depletives, counter-irritants and alteratives were resorted to, but without 
success, and he died on the morning of the 5th, with every symptom of 
effusion on the brain. 

There was no post-mortem examination. 


Art. VIII.— Contributions to Pathology; being a Report of Fatal Cases 

taken from the Records of the U. S. Naval Hospital , New York. By 

W. S. W. Ruschenberger, M. D., Surgeon U. S. Navy. 

Case I.— Albuminuria. —Mr. W-, Purser U. S. Navy, a;tat. 45, ad¬ 
mitted October 2d, 1846. Mr. W-has been suffering in health during 

the past eighteen months. His aspect is unhealthy; skin and lips pallid; 
limbs wasted, gait tottering and uncertain; impatient of repose; vision very 
much impaired and not assisted by the aid of spectacles. Temperament de¬ 
cidedly nervous. 

While at Turon Bay, Cochin-China, in May, 1836, Mr. W-was 

seized with dysentery, at that period prevalent on board of the ship to 
which he was attached. On the 18th of May he was attacked by a tertian 
intermittent, accompanied by diarrhoea, and abdominal tenderness. He had 
three paroxysms. On the 27th the ship arrived in Macao Roads, and the 

next day Mr. W-was transferred to a hospital on shore, opened for 

the accommodation of the many sick belonging to the ship. A few days 
after, he had so far recovered that he visited Canton on business, where he 
had a return of diarrhoea. On the 19th June, while returning in a “fast- 
boat” from Canton to Cumsing Moon, he had a chill, which recurred again 
on the 23d. The ship put to sea on the 24th, and on the 20th of July 
anchored at the Bonin islands, in the Pacific. By this time, the affection 
of the bowels was very much abated, but from indiscretion in diet, having 
found an abundance of green turtle, the diarrhoea recurred on the 22d, and 
the intermittent on the 27th of the same month, at sea. The disease con¬ 
tinued more or less violent until the 9th of September, when Mr. W- 

was moved on shore at Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, and on the 12th was 
carried up to an elevated situation in the country. On the 8th of October 



